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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is eligible 
for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 7(e) has been 
timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed 06/30/2008 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if 
the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-11, 18-29, 33, 35-45, and 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 6,671 ,355 to Spielman et al (hereinafter Spielman) in view of US 
2003/0061289 to Clissold et al (hereinafter Chssold.). 

Regarding claim 1 , Spielman teaches a method for determining one or more recipients of 
a generic-recipient message and for dispatch of the message within a digital communication 
network, the method comprising: receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub 



Application/Control Number: 10/784,450 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2145 

(Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the notification system receives generic 
messages. See also col. 2, line 50-67, col. 3, line 10-20, col. 7, line 35-35.). 

Spielman does not expressly disclose wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a 
group or community, however, Chssold discloses wherein the generic-recipient message is sent 
to a group or community (Clissold, abstract, [0004-0006], messages are sent to a group using a 
distribution list. See also fig. 6-7.). Spielman teaches determining predefined attributes of the 
message; determining one or more recipients for the message based upon the predefined 
attributes (Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is 
parses for the destination address information and notification information. Col. 8, line 30-44, 
Attributes of the message are checked against the LDAP directory. See also, col. 2, line 10-17 
and 40-67, col. 4, line 55-67, col. 6 line 1-10 and 40-60, col. 8, line 29-55); and dispatching the 
message to one or more recipients (Spielman, Col. 5, line 55-60, The message is dispatched to a 
selected device.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a group or community as 
taught by Clissold with the method of Spielman in order to allow a user an easy way of sending 
messages to a particular group of recipients (Clissold, [0005].) 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1, wherein receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub fiirther comprises 
receiving a generic-recipient message, chosen from the group of messages consisting of a Short 
Message Service (SMS) message, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, electronic 
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mail (email) message and voice message (Spielman, Col. 4, line 40-55, The primary mailbox 
receives messages such as SMTP messages. Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to devices 
including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1, wherein receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises 
receiving a message at a wireless network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, The paging server 
delivers a wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1, wherein determining predefined attributes of the message fiirther comprises determining 
predefined attributes chosen from the group of attributes consisting of type of message, sender of 

the message, subject of the message and content of the message (Spielman, Fig. 2A, 28a, 
Discloses attributes of the message including SMTP header, the sender, the subject, and content 
of the message.). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1 , wherein determining one or more recipients for the message based upon the predefined 
attributes further comprises correlating the predefined attributes of the message with stored 
information related to potential recipients (Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The notification process 
accesses the subscriber directory to retrieve subscriber attribute information for each recipient 
specified in the notification message.). 
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Regarding claim 6, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1, wherein dispatching the message to one or more recipients further comprises assigning 
recipient Radio Frequency (RF) identifiers to the message (Spiehnan, Col. 3, line 54-65, The 

notification delivery message includes a message information part having selected notification 
information based on the notification device type (i.e. RF identifiers).). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1, wherein dispatching the message to one or more recipients fiirther comprises displaying 
the message on a display (Spielman, fig. 3, notifications are delivered to the subscriber's device 
(i.e. displayed on the subscriber's device. See also fig. 1.). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 7, wherein displaying the message on a display further comprises displaying the message 
on a display associated with a radio frequency (RF) identifier (Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The 
notification delivery message includes a message information part having selected notification 
information based on the notification device type (i.e. RF identifiers). Fig. 1 discloses sending 
messages to devices such as wireless pagers and cell phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, messages and 
text based notification information are displayed on cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 1, wherein dispatching the message to one or more recipients further comprises 
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transmitting the message to one or more recipients via a communication medium chosen from 
the group of communication medium consisting of short-range wireless communication, Internet 
communication, SMS communication, and MMS communication (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, 
Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 10, Spielman teaches a method for prioritizing a generic-recipient 
message at a network hub, the method comprising: receiving a generic-recipient message at a 
network hub (Spiehnan, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the notification system 
receives generic messages.). 

Spielman does not expressly disclose wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a 
group or community, however, Chssold discloses wherein the generic-recipient message is sent 
to a group or community (Chssold, abstract, [0004-0006], messages are sent to a group using a 
distribution list. See also fig. 6-7.). 

Spielman teaches determining predefined attributes of the message (Spielman, Col. 8, 
line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is parses for the destination 
address information and notification information.); determining whether the message has priority 
based on the predefined attributes (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65, The notification message is 
examined to determine if the message has priority. See also, col. 3, line 1-10 and 25-51, col. 6, 
line 1-60, and Fig. 3.); and prioritizing the message if a determination is made that the message 
has priority (Spielman, Fig. 2B Discloses the message priority information being recorded.). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 , the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 10, wherein determining whether the message has priority based on the predefined 
attributes further comprises determining whether the message has display priority based on the 
predefined attributes (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65, The notification message is examined to 
determine if the message has priority.). 

Regarding claim 18, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 10, wherein receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises 
receiving a generic-recipient message, chosen from the group of messages consisting of a Short 
Message Service (SMS) message, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, electronic 
mail (email) message and voice message (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered 
to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 19, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 10, wherein receiving a generic-recipient message at a network hub further comprises 
receiving a generic-recipient message at a wireless network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, 
The paging server delivers a wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 20, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 10, wherein determining predefined attributes of the group-addresses message further 
comprises determining predefined attributes chosen from the group of attributes consisting of 
type of message, sender of the message, subject of the message and content of the message 
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(Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The notification process accesses the subscriber directory to retrieve 
subscriber attribute information for each recipient specified in the notification message.). 

Regarding claim 21, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 

claim 10, wherein determining whether the message has priority based on the predefined 
attributes further comprises correlating the predefined attributes of the message with stored 
information related to message priority (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65, The notification message is 
examined to determine if the message has priority.). 

Regarding claim 22, Spielman teaches a device having a processing unit configured to: 
receive a generic-recipient message fi'om one or more communication networks (Spielman, Col. 
4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the notification system receives generic messages.). 

Spielman does not expressly disclose wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a 
group or community, however, Clissold discloses wherein the generic-recipient message is sent 
to a group or community (Chssold, abstract, [0004-0006], messages are sent to a group using a 
distribution list. See also fig. 6-7.). 

Spielman teaches determine[[s]] predefined attributes of the generic-recipient message 
(Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is parses for 
the destination address information and notification information.) and compare[[s]] the 
predefined attributes to pre-stored information related to one or more potential recipients to 
determine one or more recipients (Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The notification process accesses 
the subscriber directory to retrieve subscriber attribute information for each recipient specified in 
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the notification message. See also, col. 2, line 10-17 and 40-67, col. 4, line 55-67, col. 6 line 1-10 
and 40-60, col. 8, line 29-55). 

Regarding claim 23, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 

claim 22, wherein the processing unit is further configured for dispatching the messages to one 
or more determined recipients via lower power Radio Frequency (RF) (Spielman, Fig. 1 
discloses sending messages to devices such as wireless pagers and cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 24, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 
claim 22, wherein the processing unit is further configured to dispatch the message to one or 
more determined recipients via a digital cellular network (Spielman, Col. 5, line 30-55, The 
message is sent to cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 25, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 

claim 22, wherein the processing unit is further configured to dispatch the message to one or 
more determined recipients via a communication network (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, 
Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 26, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 
claim 25, wherein the communication network is chosen from the group consisting of the 
Internet, a Short Message Service (SMS) network, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) 
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network and a telephony network (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to 
devices including email, and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 27, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 
claim 22, further comprising a display associated with the device that displays a message 
associated with a message identifier (Spielman, fig. 3, notifications are delivered to the 
subscriber's device (i.e. displayed on the subscriber's device. Fig. 1 discloses sending messages 
to devices such as wireless pagers and cell phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, messages and text based 
notification information are displayed on cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 28, combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of claim 
27, wherein the message identifier is further defined as a Radio Frequency (RF) identifier 
(Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message information 
part having selected notification information based on the notification device type (i.e. RF 
identifiers).). 

Regarding claim 29, Spielman teaches a device comprising a processing unit (Spielman, 
Fig. 1, number 10, The notification system.) configured to receive[[s]] generic-recipient 
messages from one or more communication networks (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary 
mailbox of the notification system receives generic messages. See also col. 2, line 50-67, col. 3, 
line 10-20, col. 7, line 35-35). 
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Spielman does not expressly disclose wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a 
group or community, however, Chssold discloses wherein the generic-recipient message is sent 
to a group or community (Chssold, abstract, [0004-0006], messages are sent to a group using a 
distribution list. See also fig. 6-7.). 

Spielman teaches determine[[s]] predefined attributes of received generic-recipient 
messages and compare[[s]] the predefined attributes to pre-stored priority information to 
determine if the received message requires prioritization (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65. The 
notification process retrieves subscriber notification preferences and generates a notification 
message and a corresponding portion of the notification information which includes the priority 
of the message. See also, col. 3, line 1-10 and 25-51, col. 6, line 1-60, and Fig. 3.). 

Regarding claim 33, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 
claim 29, wherein the processor is further configured to determine[[s]] predefined attributes of 
received generic-recipient messages and compares the predefined attributes to the dispatch 
priority information to determine if the received messages require dispatch prioritization 
(Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65. The notification process retrieves subscriber notification 
preferences and generates a notification message and a corresponding portion of the notification 
information which includes the priority of the message.). 

Regarding claim 35, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the network hub 
device of claim 29, wherein the processor is further configured to determine[[s]] predefined 
attributes of the received generic-recipient messages, the predefined attributes chosen from the 
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group consisting of a sender of the message, a type of the message, a subject of the message and 
the content of the message (Spielman, Fig. 2A, 28a, Discloses attributes of the message including 
SMTP header, the sender, the subject, and content of the message.). 

Regarding claim 36, Spielman teaches a computer program product for automatically 
determining one or more recipients of a generic-recipient message, 

Spielman does not expressly disclose wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a 
group or community, however, CUssold discloses wherein the generic-recipient message is sent 
to a group or community (Clissold, abstract, [0004-0006], messages are sent to a group using a 
distribution list. See also fig. 6-7.). 

Spielman teaches dispatching the message to the one or more recipients within a digital 
communication network, the computer program product comprising a computer readable storage 
medium having computer-readable program instructions embodied in the medium, the computer- 
readable program instructions comprising: first instructions for storing information related to 
potential message recipients (Spielman, Fig. 1, number 30, The LDAP directory stores 
notification preferences.); second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message 
(Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the notification system receives generic 
messages. See also col. 2, line 50-67, col. 3, line 10-20, col. 7, line 35-35) at a network hub and 
determining predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message (Spielman, Col. 
8, line 64-67 to Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is parses for the destination 
address information and notification information. See also, col. 2, line 10-17 and 40-67, col. 4, 
line 55-67, col. 6 line 1-10 and 40-60, col. 8, line 29-55); and third instructions for determining 
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one or more recipients of the generic-recipient message by comparing the predefined attributes 
associated with the generic-recipient message to the stored information related to potential 
message recipients (Spielman, Col. 6, line 6-15, The notification process accesses the subscriber 
directory to retrieve subscriber attribute information for each recipient specified in the 
notification message.). 

Regarding claim 37, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 36, wherein the computer-readable program instructions fiirther 

comprise fourth instructions for dispatching the message to the one or more determined 
recipients (Spielman, Col. 5, line 55-60, The message is dispatched to a selected device.). 

Regarding claim 38, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 36, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic- 
recipient message further comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message, chosen fi-om the group of messages consisting of a Short Message Service (SMS) 
message, a Multimedia Message Service (MMS) message, electronic mail (email) message and 
voice message (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to devices including email, 
and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 39, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 36, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
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message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic- 
recipient message further comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a wireless network hub (Spielman, Col. 5, line 42-50, The paging server delivers a 
wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 40, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 36, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic- 
recipient message further comprises second instructions for determining predefined attributes 
associated with the generic-recipient message chosen from the group of attributes consisting of 
type of message, sender of the message, subject of the message and content of the message 
(Spielman, Fig. 2A, 28a, Discloses attributes of the message including SMTP header, the sender, 
the subject, and content of the message.). 

Regarding claim 41, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 37, wherein the fourth instruction for dispatching the message to one 
or more recipients further comprises assigning recipient Radio Frequency (RF) identifiers to the 
message (Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message 
information part having selected notification information based on the notification device type 
(i.e. RF identifiers).). 
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Regarding claim 42, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 37, wherein the fourth instructions for dispatching the message to one 
or more recipients further comprises displaying the message on a display associated with the 
network hub (Spiehnan, fig. 3, notifications are delivered to the subscriber's device (i.e. 
displayed on the subscriber's device. See also fig. 1.). 

Regarding claim 43 the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 42, wherein the fourth instructions for displaying the message on a 
display associated with the network hub further comprises fourth instructions for displaying the 
message, which is associated with a Radio Frequency (RF) identifier, on a display associated 
with the network hub. Spielman discloses displaying messages associated with RF identifiers 
(Spielman, Col. 3, line 54-65, The notification delivery message includes a message information 
part having selected notification information based on the notification device type (i.e. RF 
identifiers). Fig. 1 discloses sending messages to devices such as wireless pagers and cell 
phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, messages and text based notification information are displayed on cell 
phones. Fig. 3, notifications are delivered to the subscriber's device (i.e. displayed on the 
subscriber's device.). 

Regarding claim 44, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 37, wherein the step of dispatching the message to one or more 
recipients further comprises transmitting the message to one or more recipients via a 
communication medium chosen from the group of communication medium consisting of short- 
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range wireless communication, Internet communication, SMS communication, and MMS 
communication (Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to devices including email, 
and SMS.). 

Regarding claim 45, Spielman teaches a computer program product for prioritizing 
generic-recipient messages at a network hub, the computer program product comprising a 
computer readable storage medium having computer-readable program instructions embodied in 
the medium, the computer-readable program instructions comprising: first instructions for 
storing information related to message priority (Spielman, Fig. 1, number 30, The LDAP 
directory stores notification preferences.); second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the generic- 
recipient message (Spielman, Col. 4, line 60-66, The primary mailbox of the notification system 
receives generic messages.). 

Spielman does not expressly disclose wherein the generic-recipient message is sent to a 
group or community, however, Chssold discloses wherein the generic-recipient message is sent 
to a group or community (Chssold, abstract, [0004-0006], messages are sent to a group using a 
distribution list. See also fig. 6-7.). 

Spielman discloses third instructions for determining whether the generic-recipient 
message has priority by comparing the predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient 
message to the stored information related to message priority (Spielman, Col. 8, line 64-67 to 
Col. 9, line 1-5, The notification delivery message is parses for the destination address 
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information and notification information. See also, col. 3, line 1-10 and 25-51, col. 6, line 1-60, 
and Fig. 3.). 

Regarding claim 47, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 45, wherein the first instructions for storing information related to 
message priority further comprises first instructions for storing information related to message 
dispatch priority and the third instructions for determining whether the message has priority 
further comprises third instructions for determining whether the message has dispatch priority by 
comparing the predefined attributes associated with the messages to the stored information 
related to message dispatch priority (Spielman, Col. 6, line 45-65. The notification process 
retrieves subscriber notification preferences and generates a notification message and a 
corresponding portion of the notification information which includes the priority of the 
message.). 

Regarding claim 48, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 45, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 

message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the message 
further comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message, chosen from the 
group of messages consisting of a Short Message Service (SMS) message, a Multimedia 
Message Service (MMS) message, electronic mail (email) message and voice message 
(Spielman, Col. 5, line 26-55, Messages are delivered to devices including email, and SMS.). 
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Regarding claim 49, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 45, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the message 
further comprises second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient message at a wireless 
network hub (Spiehnan, Col. 5, line 42-50, The paging server delivers a wireless message.). 

Regarding claim 50, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 45, wherein the second instructions for receiving a generic-recipient 
message at a network hub and determining predefined attributes associated with the message 
further comprises second instructions for determining predefined attributes associated with the 
message chosen from the group of attributes consisting of type of message, sender of the 
message, subject of the message and content of the message (Spielman, Fig. 2A, 28a, Discloses 
attributes of the message including SMTP header, the sender, the subject, and content of the 
message.). 

4. Claims 12-14, 30-32, 34, and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Spielman in view of Clissold and fiirther in view of US 2006/0017983 to Syri 
et al (hereinafter Syri). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 11, the combination of Spielman and Clissold does not teach wherein prioritizing the 
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message if a determination is made that the message has priority further comprises prioritizing 
the display of the message if a determination is made that the message has display priority. 
However, Syri teaches wherein prioritizing the message if a determination is made that the 
message has priority further comprises prioritizing the display of the message if a determination 
is made that the message has display priority (Syri, Paragraph [0072], The mail agent application 
checks message priority level and preferred emails are displayed first on a list.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine wherein prioritizing the message if a determination is made that the 
message has priority further comprises prioritizing the display of the message if a determination 
is made that the message has display priority as taught by Syri with the method of the 
combination of Spiehnan and Clissold in order to present a prioritized list of email messages 
(Syri, Paragraph [0072]). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Spielman, Clissold, and Syri teaches the method 
of claim 12, wherein prioritizing the display of the message if a determination is made that the 
message has display priority (Syri, paragraph [0072].) further comprises displaying the message 
in a prominent position on a display associated with the hub (Spielman, fig. 3, notifications are 
delivered to the subscriber's device (i.e. displayed on the subscriber's device). Fig. 1 discloses 
sending messages to devices such as wireless pagers and cell phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, 
messages and text based notification information are displayed on cell phones.). 
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Regarding claim 14, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the method of 
claim 10, the combination of Spieknan and Clissold does not teach wherein determining whether 
the message has priority based on the predefined attributes further comprises determining 
whether the message has dispatch priority based on the predefined attributes. However, Syri 
teaches wherein determining whether the message has priority based on the predefined attributes 
further comprises determining whether the message has dispatch priority based on the predefined 
attributes (Syri, Paragraph [0072], The mail agent application examines messages to check 
whether there is a previous user preference designating priority in order to display the messages 
of highest priority first on a list.). 

Regarding claim 30, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 
claim 29, wherein the processing unit is further configured to determine[[s]] predefined attributes 
of received generic-recipient messages, the combination of Spielman and Clissold does not teach 
compare[[s]] the predefined attributes to pre-stored display priority information to determine if 
the received messages require display prioritization. However, Syri teaches compare[[s]] the 
predefined attributes to pre-stored display priority information to determine if the received 
messages require display prioritization (Syri, Paragraph [0072].). 

Regarding claim 31, the combination of Spielman, Clissold, and Syri teaches the device 
of claim 30, further comprising a display associated with the device that displays message 
identifiers to one or more recipients (Spielman, fig. 3, notifications are delivered to the 
subscriber's device (i.e. displayed on the subscriber's device). Fig. 1 discloses sending messages 
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to devices such as wireless pagers and cell phones. Col. 9, line 10-15, messages and text based 
notification information are displayed on cell phones.). 

Regarding claim 32, the combination of Spielman, CUssold, and Syri teaches the device 
of claim 30, wherein the processor is fUrther configured to provide[[s]] for display prioritization 
to be chosen from the group consisting of displaying prioritized messages first in a list of 
messages, displaying prioritized messages in a new viewable window and displaying prioritized 
messages in a highlighted form (Syri, Paragraph [0072].). 

Regarding claim 34, the combination of Spielman and Clissold teaches the device of 
claim 33, the combination of Spielman and Clissold does not teach wherein the processor is 
further configured to provide[[s]] for dispatch prioritization to be chosen from the group 
consisting of prioritizing the time at which messages will be dispatched, prioritizing the 
communication mediiun used to dispatch messages and prioritizing the recipients of the 
dispatched messages. However, Syri teaches wherein the processor is further configured to 
provide[[s]] for dispatch prioritization to be chosen from the group consisting of prioritizing the 
time at which messages will be dispatched, prioritizing the communication medium used to 
dispatch messages and prioritizing the recipients of the dispatched messages (Syri, paragraph 
[0072].) 

Regarding claim 46, the combination of Spiehnan and Clissold teaches the computer 
program product of claim 45, the combination of Spielman and Clissold does not teach wherein 
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the first instructions for storing information related to message priority further comprises first 
instructions for storing information related to message display priority and the third instructions 
for determining whether the generic-recipient message has priority further comprises third 
instructions for determining whether the generic-recipient message has display priority by 
comparing the predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message to the stored 
information related to message display priority. However, Syri teaches wherein the first 
instructions for storing information related to message priority further comprises first 
instructions for storing information related to message display priority and the third instructions 
for determining whether the generic-recipient message has priority further comprises third 
instructions for determining whether the generic-recipient message has display priority by 
comparing the predefined attributes associated with the generic-recipient message to the stored 
information related to message display priority (Syri, Paragraph [0072], The mail agent 
application examines messages to check whether there is a previous user preference designating 
priority in order to display the messages of highest priority first on a list.). 

5. Claims 15-17 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Spielman in 
view of Clissold and further in view of Syri and further in view of US 2004/0153523 to Albal et 
al (hereinafter Albal). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Spielman, CUssold, and Syri teaches the method 
of claim 13, the combination of Spielman, Clissold, and Syri does not teach but Albal teaches 
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wherein prioritizing the message if a determination is made that the message has priority fUrther 
comprises prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a determination is made that the message 
has dispatch priority (Albal, Paragraph [0028], The email urgency record includes information 
relating to the priority of the delivery of the email message.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine wherein prioritizing the message if a determination is made that the 
message has priority further comprises prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a determination 
is made that the message has dispatch priority as taught by Albal with the method of the 
combination of Spielman, Clissold, and Syri in order to be able to specify how quickly email 
messages should be sent (Albal, Paragraph [0028]). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Spielman, Clissold, Syri, and Albal teaches the 
method of claim 15, wherein prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a determination is made 
that the message has dispatch priority further comprises prioritizing the communication medium 
used to dispatch the message if a determination is made that the message has communication 
medium dispatch priority (Albal, Paragraph [0028], The email urgency record includes 
information relating to the priority of the delivery of the email message.). 

Regarding claim 17, the combination of Spielman, Clissold, Syri, and Albal teaches the 
method of claim 15, wherein prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a determination is made 
that the message has dispatch priority further comprises prioritizing the time of dispatch of the 
message if a determination is made that the message has time dispatch priority (Albal, Paragraph 
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[0029], The delivery schedule records includes information related to when an email should be 
sent including delivery date and delivery time records.). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to combine wherein prioritizing the dispatch of the message if a determination is made 
that the message has dispatch priority fiirther comprises prioritizing the time of dispatch of the 
message if a determination is made that the message has time dispatch priority as taught by Albal 
with method of Spielman, Clissold, and Syri in order to be able to specify the delivery time and 
date of an email (Albal, Paragraph [0029]). 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,10, 22, 29, 36, and 45 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. JAKOVAC whose telephone number is (571)270-5003. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 7:30 am to 5:00 pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jason D. Cardone can be reached on (571) 272-3933. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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